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		All For Rwanda is a global movement committed to supporting Rwandan refugees, defending their rights, and working toward dignified solutions that will one day allow their safe and massive return home. Through this weekly newsletter, we share key updates on Rwanda and its region, the situation of refugee communities, and a snapshot of our own actions. All of this is guided by a clear vision: a better Rwanda, a peaceful Great Lakes region, and a future where prosperity is shared by all. Our goal is to keep you informed, engaged, and part of a community that believes in justice, protection, and hope for Rwandan refugees worldwide.
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1. U.S. Debate Over the DRC–Rwanda Peace Agreement 
In 2025, renewed fighting between the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Rwanda, largely driven by the rebel March 23 Movement (M23), prompted a major U.S.-led diplomatic initiative. This effort resulted in the 2025 DRC–Rwanda Peace Agreement, also known as the Washington Accords for Peace and Prosperity.
Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025_DRC%E2%80%93Rwanda_peace_agreement
The agreement was formally signed in Washington, D.C., on June 27, 2025, under the leadership of U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio. Earlier talks in Doha, Qatar helped establish a Declaration of Principles that guided negotiations. The accord aimed to:
· End hostilities between Rwanda and the DRC.
· Secure withdrawal of Rwandan forces from eastern Congo.
· Halt support for armed groups, including the FDLR, and reduce backing for M23.
· Promote regional economic integration, particularly in the mineral sector, to support long-term stability.
References:
Reuters coverage of the agreement:
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/congo-rwanda-agree-pathway-peace-us-brokered-deal-signed-agreement-says-2025-04-25/
UN statement welcoming diplomatic efforts:
https://www.ungeneva.org/en/news-media/news/2025/06/107953/guterres-welcomes-peace-deal-between-dr-congo-and-rwanda
Despite being hailed as a major diplomatic breakthrough, implementation challenges soon emerged. Reports of renewed clashes in eastern DRC raised concerns about compliance with ceasefire and troop withdrawal provisions.
In response, members of the U.S. Congress increased oversight. The House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Africa held hearings examining progress under the Washington Accords and broader U.S. policy toward the Great Lakes region. Lawmakers expressed concern about continued instability and debated whether stronger diplomatic pressure or sanctions might be necessary if violations persisted.
At the international level, the United Nations Security Council called for an end to support for armed groups and urged renewed diplomatic engagement.
Reference:
UN Security Council Resolution 2773:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council_Resolution_2773
Humanitarian conditions in eastern Congo remain severe, with displacement and insecurity continuing despite formal agreements.
AP News report on continued fighting:
https://apnews.com/article/a746ba6ebe0d6d8091ba3e72cde4d51c
Beyond state-level diplomacy, civil society organizations emphasized that refugee concerns must not be overlooked. The initiative All for Rwanda called for the inclusion of Rwandan refugees as stakeholders in peace efforts and urged that their long-standing displacement be addressed as part of any durable solution.
Final Declaration:
https://allforrwanda.org/final-declaration-of-the-general-conference-on-the-question-of-rwandan-refugees/
The U.S. Department of State indicated that the agreement includes provisions for facilitating the voluntary and safe return of refugees.
https://www.state.gov/peace-agreement-between-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-and-the-republic-of-rwanda
Meanwhile, UNHCR has stressed that refugee returns must remain voluntary, safe, and dignified under international law.
https://www.unhcr.org/africa/news/press-releases/unhcr-statement-recent-return-rwandan-refugees-eastern-democratic-republic
In conclusion, the DRC–Rwanda Peace Agreement represents a significant diplomatic milestone led by the United States, but its success depends on sustained implementation, accountability, and regional cooperation. Lawmakers continue to debate enforcement mechanisms, while refugee advocates warn that the long-standing plight of displaced Rwandans must not be forgotten. Durable peace in the Great Lakes region will require not only political commitments, but concrete action addressing security, economic integration, and humanitarian protection.
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Rwandan Minister of National Unity and Civic Engagement Jean-Damascène Bizimana is tasked with promoting reconciliation and unity across the country. In several public addresses — from urging youth to reject divisionism to emphasizing the truth about the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi  Dr. Bizimana has underscored the importance of confronting the past and building a shared national identity. For example, he recently told genocide convicts that “accepting the truth” is essential to healing and reintegration, linking acknowledgement of crimes to national reconciliation efforts. 
However, not all observers see his speeches as exclusively unifying. Some critiques claim that certain rhetoric particularly when it focuses sharply on historical narratives or external threats  may inadvertently fuel perceptions of division or exclusion. These voices argue that leadership communication intended to curb hatred and prevent recurrence of past atrocities could be framed in ways that are perceived as accusatory or polarizing.
In response to these concerns, the civic group All for Rwanda has publicly condemned remarks it views as potentially “increasing tensions and divisions among Rwandans rather than fostering reconciliation.” According to critics aligned with this stance, unity depends not just on recounting the horrors of the past but on inclusive dialogue and messaging that bring all communities forward together.
Supporters of Dr. Bizimana, by contrast, argue that confronting genocide denial and reinforcing national values remains essential for a society still healing from trauma, and that strong rhetoric is a defense against the resurgence of harmful ideologies.
This debate highlights the ongoing balancing act in Rwanda’s post‑genocide recovery: leaders must promote truth and accountability while ensuring that their language strengthens bonds across communities. Independent surveys from 2025 reported that overall national unity and reconciliation remain high  above 95 %  though challenges such as harmful content on social media and lingering historical wounds persist. 
Sources & Links
“Minister Bizimana to Genocide convicts: Accepting the truth key to healing” — The New Times (Feb 14, 2026) — full article:
Minister Bizimana urges truth as key to reconciliation — The New Times (2026)
“Rwandan minister urges youth for unity at National Dialogue Council”  Xinhua (Jan 25, 2024) — full article:
Rwandan minister urges youth for unity at National Dialogue Council — Xinhua (2024)
“Unity and reconciliation among Rwandans reached 95.3 % in 2025”  MKU Magazine (Nov 8, 2025) — full article:
Unity and reconciliation among Rwandans reached 95.3 % in 2025 — MKU Magazine
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